

http://www.nasm.si.edu/visit/concessions/tower.cfm
http://www.nasm.si.edu/visit/concessions/tower.cfm

The 4th Annual M
this year. There\
airlines, general ¢
For the third year
locations.

The AMTSociety
personnel an oppt
showecase the kno

With increasing v
selected by comp
technician has be
ability to perform

When the dust cle
disap
winn
perfc
quali
expe
wher

Ther
like -
even
AIM
winn




In the Spotlight

AIM MANASSAS TAKES PART IN THE 25'"

ANNUAL DULLES PLANE PULL

By Rowe leathers

12/3/10-AlM Manassas took its place in the
Corporate  Community of Washington DC
Metro area on September 25, 2010 when
companies came together to raise money for the
Special Olympics. This annual event attracts
thousands of participants and audience
combined. The competition is real. The goal:
to pull a 164,000+ pound Airbus 12 feet in the
shortest time possible. With the required 25
participants, AIM Manassas placed 7" out of 72
teams. Unfortunately, ranking is listed only for
the top three. Listed or not, AIM Manassas is
extremely proud and appreciative of all the
students who participated to help benefit a good
cause. Next year, they hope to bring home the
trophy.

AIM Manassas Celebrates its Students

12/3/10-Blue or Grey? That was the question of the day at AIM
Manassas on October 6, 2010. As part of Student Appreciation, the
students received AIM Logo winter hats. Students chose between the
colors blue and grey. By mid-day, everywhere you looked on campus
the AIM logo was present. By end of day, students were hitting the
streets of Washington DC Metro as walking billboards for AlIM.

Pizza days are not uncommon at AIM Manassas. The classes with the
best attendance for each Mod are rewarded with Pizza Day. However,
on October 7" the entire student body was provided with a Pizza lunch —
a feat that is logistically challenging as the lunch breaks are only 30
minutes long. Challenging as it was, we made it happen — because when
it comes to free food, everyone pulls together — both students and staff.
Students returned to class well-fed and ready to hit the books. The staff
on the other hand had to re-group and prepare for the next round as the
evening students would soon be arriving.

The much requested event of Spades Challenge was held on Friday,
October 8". On their day off, students came to campus hoping to win
bragging rights as Spades Champs. There was a lot of “smack talk”
happening as the tournament began in the morning but by mid-day only
2 teams were left standing: Melissa Davis & Ashley Alston versus
Sidney Thomas and Martez Waterford. In the end, Martez Waterford
and Sidney Thomas were declared the winners. Bragging rights were
issued to the winners but challengers are already lining up for the next
event.




Rasheedah Grafton, AIM Manassas Class
Valedictorian

Class valedictorian of the 2010 Fall class, Ms. Rasheedah Grafton, summed up
in her speech given at the October 1, 2010 ceremony the many mixed emotions
that come with graduation.

“On behalf of the Aviation Institute of Maintenance Graduating class of 2010, |
welcome all of you on our special day. Over the past two years, we have come
to know each other well and | have found all of you to be a group of hard
working individuals and great team players.

In the beginning during our general courses, we were told to take a good look at
our classmates because the majority of us would not make it through the
program for whatever reason. It is evident today that this statement is true - we
did it against all odds. Each of you stayed on course with this 2-year program
through headaches, struggles and disagreements. A famous quote by H. Jackson
Brown Jr. “As you climb the ladder of success, be sure it's leaning against the
right building.” It might not have seemed like it while going through the
motions but AIM has given us the tools and the education to begin our
individual journeys towards success. Every member of this class has put a lot of
hard work into getting here and | am incredibly proud of all of us for achieving
this goal.

There's no denying that this has been a very large, “7:30 am to 2:00 pm
Monday through Thursday pill”” to swallow. However, we did it with persistence
and dedication along with the help of our family and friends and the support of
the instructors and staff of AIM Manassas. So, on behalf of the class, | want to
thank you all for your patience and for helping us get here today.

Footnote: Ms. Grafton stayed on track her entire
stay at AIM Manassas. While a student, she took
advantage of the internship programs offered to
gain hands-on experience. She excelled in all
aspects of her schooling and upon completion of
her course was offered a position with DynCorp
International which she gladly accepted. We
congratulate Rasheedah in all her accomplishments,
past and future.

As a graduate | say “thank you” to our friends, family, AIM instructors and to my
class mates. It has been a pleasure getting to know you.

AIM MANASSAS CELEBRATES 2010 FALL
GRADUATION

By Rowe leathers

10/20/10-AlM Manassas celebrated another
commencement ceremony on October 1, 2010.
Friends and family gathered to honor and
recognize the accomplishments of the
graduating students.

The graduation class comprised of 10 students
from AMTE, nine from AMT and one from
Avionics. True to their word, two of the
graduates, Robert Bowers and Eric Longino
had received their A&P licenses just weeks
before the ceremony. We at AIM salute their
focus and commitment as they serve as an
inspiration to their fellow students.

The faculty and staff are very proud of each and
every one who has reached this point because
we know that it took much sacrifice and
dedication on their part to complete their
chosen program. An added surprise was made
when AIM Manassas also known as Theta of
Virginia inducted six of its graduates into the
Alpha Beta Kappa Honor Society. Summa
Cum Laude: Rasheedah Grafton (AMTE), Eric
Longino (AMT), Ty Exline (AMTE) and
Magna Cum Laude: Robert Bowers (AMTE),
James Aleksejus (AMT), Udawalahewage
Wijeskera (AMTE). We are extremely proud to
have them as representatives of our campus,
Theta of Virginia.

...continued on next page
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In the Spotlight

AIM Manassas Takes it to the Court

By Andrea Prince

8/23/10-On August 20, 2010 Our Manassas campus celebrated Student

Appreciation Day with a large cook-out and a highly anticipated three on three AIM MANASSAS CELEBRATES
basketball tournament. For several weeks leading up to the big day, the halls and 2010 EALL GRADUATION
classrooms were buzzing while students eagerly assembled their teams. In all, a ...continued

total of eight teams registered for the tournament. On the morning of the event,

students arrived early and everyone pitched in to help pull the final touches We celebrate this moment because we
together. realize that throughout their studies

every student has been challenged,

e : discouraged and at times felt down
The turn-out was much greater than anticipated as students poured in to the trodden. However, the fact that they

parking lot, ready for the festivities. Parents drove from as far as New York to have stayed on course is evidence that
watch the big games. The smell of hot dogs and hamburgers permeated the air as during those downtimes they found
the students practiced with their teammates in hopes of coming away with within themselves the courage, strength
bragging rights as the best on campus. The brackets were announced as teams and vision to persevere. The
took to the court. Everyone else in attendance could be seen relaxing in the shade, commencement  celebration is  an

enjoying the food, throwing the football around or participating in other games acknowledgement of those virtuous in
and activities. all of them. We salute them for their
accomplishments, their vision to pursue
a career in aviation and their aspirations
to become contributing members of the
industry.

As the two final teams were announced anticipation was high. One team, who
having just finished orientation were labeled the “Newbies” and the other “Team
91” was represented by three of our veteran students. At the end of the day one

team stood above the rest, now the Manassas campus basketball champions. The graduates entering the aviation field
Congratulations to Darren Fitzgerald, Shakeem Freeman and Chuck Brooks for have an obligation to know that the
walking away the victors. An honorable mention to all of the competing teams safety and lives of others are dependent
who gave it their all and a big thank you to everyone who helped to make this day upon their skill and judgment. Their

a fun and successful one! role in the industry carries with it great
responsibility that is not to be taken
lightly. It is their duty to know that each
aircraft will carry “precious cargo.”

As they leave AIM and enter the field,
we wish them much hope, success and
prosperity for all of their future
endeavors.



A

AIM — Manassas Moves Into Their New
Facility

...continued

The biggest and best change will be the ability to house Avionics classes.
Previously, Avionics was located off-campus at the Manassas Regional
Airport.

Another much anticipated addition is the large area for the shop which is more
than double in comparison to the previous campus. Large bay doors open up to
white walls and white floors that create a well-lit open space for Airframe and
Powerplant classes. Outside the rear doors is an area that has been sectioned
from the outside with a fence providing our students and instructors privacy
when conducting hands-on aircraft exercises.

Surrounding the shop area are smaller rooms designated as Composite,
Welding, Paint and Compressor classes allowing for much needed separation
from the main shop floor.
From the shop, the building rounds off to the student areas, where students can
navigate easily between classrooms, computers, library and break room. All
and everything students need, can easily be accessed in the East Wing of the
building.

Extra classrooms have been reserved in anticipation of Manassas’ continued
growth. Currently at about 250 students, the Manassas campus has room to
grow.

Departments which work directly with students on a daily basis such as the
offices of the Director of Education, Career and Student Services will be
located just off the main corridor. Careful consideration was taken when
designating offices to ensure students would have continued accessibility and
continuity with staff members they see daily.

With our new campus our hope is to provide all students with a new sense of
pride and foundation upon which their careers in aviation maintenance will be
built.

We hope that our excitement will show through and allow for a sense of
renewal and pride that new and prospective students will want to come and
share.



AIM — MANASSAS CELEBRATES NEW BUILDING WITH AN OPEN HOUSE
By Rowe Leathers

8/20/10-AIM Manassas officially “opened” its doors to the community on Saturday, July 17. After months of hard work settling in,
AIM Manassas threw an old-fashion cook-out to celebrate. Students, staff and their families were invited to meet our neighbors and
enjoy a gorgeous Saturday afternoon touring the new campus and taking part in the activities. Children enjoyed carnival treats of
popcorn, cotton candy and snow cones. Others were given a tour of the facilities and were able to see an engine-run as well as the
simulator that is a favorite of our students. Also on the agenda was a vintage car show, Collegiate Housing presentation, the U.S. Air

Force and the Red Cross was on-site for a blood drive. We at Manassas are clearly enjoying our new campus and are looking
forward to our next celebration.

AIM — Manassas Moves Into Their New Facility

By Row Leather

6/25/10-After much aticipation, AIM-Manassas has moved into their new building and everyone is taking notice. Moving trucks, tow
trucks, flat beds, planes and after months of speculation, our neighboring businesses are welcoming us to our new home.

The once red and white Circuit City building is now the blue and white home of AIM Manassas. Located on the main strip in
Manassas known as Sudley Road, the new campus cannot be missed. It is well positioned amongst anchor businesses such as Lowe’s

and Best Buy and easily accessible via Interstate 66. Also close in proximity is collegiate housing, making it more convenient for
students who rely on public transportation.

Being a former retail store, the building has an inviting appearance both in and out. Students, staff and guests will enter through the
foyer where a large AIM logo welcomes all and makes it very clear where they have arrived at the AIM Manassas campus.

With over 33,000 square feet, there is room to stretch out for everyone. The additional space will mean new changes for the campus.

...continued on next page
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AMT Intern Program Underway at the Manassas
Campus

By Richard Livingston

On November 6, 2009, the first contingent of student interns from AMM began work at
various locations in the Washington, DC area. This was the kick-off of the student
intern program for individuals enrolled in aviation maintenance courses at the
Manassas, Virginia facility, and the first cycle of the voluntary program was completed
on December 11" 2009. There is no monetary compensation for program
participation.

Under program guidelines, interns agree to serve each Friday at a designated host
facility for the duration of at least one academic module (five weeks). The Office of
Career Services identifies corporations and organizations within the local commute area
that wish to provide interns the opportunity to gain hands-on maintenance experience at
their respective facilities. Interns work under the general direction of the various
Directors of Maintenance at participating corporations and are provided direct
supervision from experienced aircraft mechanics employed by the host organization.
Program participants — both industry representatives and student interns — view the
program as a “win-win” arrangement. The interns gain first-hand maintenance
experience in a real world aviation environment, while the sponsoring organizations
benefit from having willing hands and positive attitudes to assist with routine
maintenance tasks in their shops and on their flight lines.

Students are selected for participation in the intern program on a competitive basis.
Candidates are initially recommended by their instructors and endorsed by the AMM
Education Director. Factors considered in the selection process include student
academic performance, class attendance records, general attitude of the candidate and
quality of a short essay describing reasons for interest in the program. The Career
Services Director provides the industry host organization with the candidate’s resume’
and works one-on-one with the sponsoring host to ensure that the intern is a “good fit”
for both parties. The School Director monitors the intern program and determines the
size and scope of the effort based on student population, number of interested
candidates, number and type of industry participants and other factors.

Feedback from the first cycle of the intern program has been highly favorable and, as
word circulates throughout the AMM student body, the level of interest in the program
has obviously increased substantially. As the second program cycle gets underway, the
number of industry sponsors has already surpassed previous levels of participation and
the list of interested student candidates continues to grow. Hopefully, when the time
comes to place AMM'’s graduates in the aviation industry, this intern experience will
translate to a head-start in the employment process.

The School Director and all of the school’s staff would like to thank the participating
industry sponsors; Aviation Adventures, Skyworld Aviation, DynCorp International,
Manassas Aviation Center and Air Serv International.




