


 

In the Spotlight 
 

Charleston Spreading Joy to the Troops 
By Natalie Peterson 
 
Centura Charleston is proud and honored to have supported our troops 
for the holiday through Operation Shoebox. Everyone in school 
participated by bringing in non-perishable items, games, toiletries, etc. 
We stuffed every box and were able to ship 71 shoe boxes, with the help 
of the Blue Star Moms (division of the American Legion), to our men 
and women who are stationed in Afghanistan. We also mailed 61 
holiday cards to a United States Marine division in Iraq. Semper Fi. 
May they all come back soon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From  left to right Christie Mudrak, 
Christina Burelson- MA Instructor, Amber 
Kenyon- MA Instructor, Michelle Boyd-
MA Instructor, Stacy Hall- MA Instructor 
Pack boxes to send to the troops. 

 

Amanda Glisson and her son add the last 
packages to the stack. 



 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
By Tracy Owens, Student Services 

 

In the Spotlight 

October being Breast Cancer Awareness month, our school embraced this 
worthy cause and devoted our talents, resources and caring for a successful 
campaign. I was truly lucky to have received so much help from the staff and 
students. Everyone gave me their full support to make Centura College Breast 
Cancer Awareness such a success. 
 

Our medical bulletin board was devoted to Breast Cancer: detection, treatment, 
etc. 
 

To help raise money, we sold “pink angels” in memory and honor to those who 
survived or lost the battle with breast cancer. These angels adorned our lobby 
doors. 
 

We had two different speakers. On October 12th, Teresa Pischner, RN, MSN, 
OCN, CBCN, a Breast Nurse Navigator from Roper St. Francis Cancer Care 
spoke to the students and faculty. Her field is relatively new. Her position is to 
be with the patient from the beginning through treatment and support groups. 
On October 19th, Cherry Seabrook from Rise Sister Rise and Second Chance 
spoke to us about being a breast cancer survivor. She enlightened us about what 
she went through from first being diagnosed, to treatment and support groups. 
She encouraged all of us to have regular check-ups, including the men. 
 

We decided to have a more hands on approach to Breast Cancer Awareness by 
having EVERY class participate in a Breast Cancer Awareness Poster Contest. 
The posters lined our hallways and were so original. After tallying the votes, 
the winner was Ms. Kenyon’s Medical Assisting class. The prize was a pizza 
party for the group. All faculty doors had to be decorated, and the contest 
winner was Crystie Melton, our Bursar. 
 

Many of us participated in the Susan G. Komen Walk for the Cure. Besides 
raising money for the walk, we had special dress Thursdays. Students and 
faculty were allowed to jeans and a pink shirt, catch…they had to pay $1.00 for 
the jeans and $1.00 for the shirt. We raised a total of $720.96. GO 
CHARLESTON!

 

Amanda Glisson and Brooke Pierce look on as guest 
speaker Mrs. Cherry Seabrook explains to Mary Wilson 
how to perform a self breast exam. 

The angels in Memory or Honor 
of loved ones who has or has 
had breast cancer. 

Crystal Summers (admissions), Tracy Owens (Student 
Services), Melissa Bass (friend), Amy Peterson (DCA), 
April Green (Executive Director) after walking in the 
Race for the Cure. 



 

In the Spotlight 
 

Charleston Finally Breaks Ground on 
New Building Site 
By April Green 

 
It was in June of 1995 when the doors of Beta Tech opened in Charleston, SC. 
At that time many lives were being changed as the Charleston Shipyard was 
closing. Beta Tech was able to help over 200 workers train for a new career in 
Heating & Air, Medical Assistant and Computer Administrative Specialist. We 
quickly outgrew our building and moved into our current location in April 2000. 
We have continued to work hard and again have outgrown our current building 
and are currently leasing two suites adjacent to our property. How nice would it 
be for everyone to be under one roof? 

After a lot of hard work and dedication of many we are on our way. At 9am on 
Thursday, September 8, 2011, Centura College – Charleston broke ground on a 
long awaited 20,000 square foot building. April Green - Campus Executive 
Director, Natasha Bratton – Medical Assistant Program Coordinator, and 
Patricia Tate – Registrar, using gold shovels, participated in the Ground-
breaking Ceremony. Combined, the three ladies have worked at the Charleston 
Campus for 32 years and have been looking forward to this day for a long time. 
The building is scheduled to be completed by July 2012. Congratulations Team 
Charleston!  

 

 
 

 

Picture from left to right: Natasha Bratton, Patricia Tate, April Green 

 

Centura Charleston’s Bi-Annual 
Graduation 
By April Green 

 

 
Centura Charleston held it’s bi-annual graduation on 
Saturday, September 10, 2011 at Goose Creek High 
School. There were 70 students that participated in the 
ceremony. Jeanette Elam, Massage Therapy student, 
was our Valedictorian and our Salutatorian was 
Phasheria Williams, Massage Therapy student. Both 
of these students gave very inspiring speeches. The 
recipients of the Richard E McLeod awards were: 
 
Spanda West- Medical Assistant 
Lucy Smalls- Medical Billing and Coding 
Mary Buie- Massage Therapy 
 
The Award of Excellence went to Medical Assistant 
student Angela Hudson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In the Spotlight 
 

Charleston Career Fair
By Michael Huh 

 
The Charleston Campus held a Career Fair/Open House on Thursday June 23rd 
which proved to be quite successful. We had Align Life, Aerotek, First Federal, 
Veterans Affairs, Account Temps, Atlantic Coast Family Chiropractic, American 
Red Cross, ATC Healthcare and Dialysis Clinic attend the event and they met with 
92 students. The whole Centura staff pitched in and helped to make this a very 
eventful career fair. Our goal was to create new relationships with potential 
employers and expose our students to the hiring process. In the weeks leading up to 
the career fair, we held 3 seminars for students teaching them about resume writing 
and interviewing skills. We wanted to make sure every student was well prepared 
before meeting employers at the career fair.  This was a wonderful opportunity for 
student’s to meet face to face with employers and for potential employers to learn 
about Centura and our student’s. During the career fair, we had raffles for students 
and gave out wonderful and fun prizes and we also had the radio station, Z93.3 
come out on site to broadcast the event to the public. The Career Fair was a 
wonderful experience for both the employers and students, and we are looking 
forward to our Fall Career Fair.   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

In the Spotlight 
 

Student and Faculty/Staff Appreciation Day
By Tracy Owens 

 

On May 12, 2011, Centura Charleston celebrated Student and 

Faculty/Staff appreciation day. April Green, Executive Director, and 

Amy Peterson, Director of Compliance and Administration, grilled 

hamburgers and hotdogs for all to enjoy.  Tracy Owens, Student Service 

Coordinator held a karaoke contest for the students. Students were asked 

to sing Take Me Out To The Ballgame. The winners were chosen by 

applause and received tickets to a Riverdogs baseball game. Everyone 

had a great time eating and singing.  

 

 

Dedra Jackson was the daytime student 

winner 

 

Janin Sutton and Arielle Pena sang a 

duet and were the nighttime winners. 



In the Spotlight 

 

Centura Charleston’s Great Egg-Stravaganza! 
By Tracy Owens 

 
(4/19/11) – Students were “egg-cited” to be able to choose a plastic egg on April 19, 

2011 at the Charleston Campus. The Great Egg-stravaganza found students anxious 

as they lined up to choose their egg. The prizes consisted of candy bars, chocolate 

bunnies, and gift cards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MA Students Brandie McLeod & Kelly 

Sammis try to decide what they would 

like from the filled basket of goodies. 

MBC students Claudette Rahymes (left) 

and Jennifer Thayer (right) show their gift 

cards won in the egg they chose. 

MBC Student Adrain Grant proudly 

shows off his chocolate bunny prize. 

MT Students Tempest White, Jeanette 

Elam, & Jessica McRay anxiously await 

their turn to choose an egg. 

…more to come! 



In the Spotlight 

 

March 2011 Graduation 
By Tracy Owens, Student Services Coordinator 

 
On March 12, 2011, Centura Charleston held a Graduation 

Commencement Ceremony for 112 students who graduated between 

September 2010 and February 2011.  Our guest speaker was Dr. Yvonne 

Jefferson-Barnes, the Superintendent of Schools for the Williamsburg 

County School District, here in South Carolina.  During her speech, she 

encouraged students to continue their desire to achieve and excel.  The 

following students were honored for Outstanding Academic 

Accomplishments:  Eugene Mungin for Valedictorian, and Lana 

DeMartino for Salutatorian.  The Richard E McLeod Awards were 

presented to Sharon Garvin Shuler from the Medical Assisting Program, 

Greg Piverger from the Massage Therapy Program, and Asante Adams 

for the Medical Billing and Coding Program.  The Award of Excellence 

was presented to Claire Jefferson-Norwood from the Medical Assisting 

Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL TECHNICAL HONORS 
SOCIETY INDUCTION CEREMONY 

By Tracy Owens, Student Services Coordinator 

 

The National Technical Honor Society 

Induction Ceremony was held on March 

4, 2011 for Centura Charleston 

students. Thirty-two students were 

inducted into the society. Our guest 

speaker for the event was Amy 

Peterson, our DCA, who inspired and 

challenged these students with her 

speech. 

National Technical Honors Society Inductees:   

 

Angela Adams, Aldetta Benson, Sherryl Bunting, Avis Burns, Konica Calloway, Gail Coleman, Danielle Council, 

Lana DeMartino, Courtney Dorian, Denine Edwards, Tara Ezzell, Sharon Garvin-Shuler, Kushia Gavin, Carol 

Gilliard, Tiffany Green, Bessie Grey, Maria Hill, Janie Hilliard, Jennifer Isome, Shamika Jones, Traci Kirkland, 

Giselle Mayhew, LaShay McEachern, Danelle Middleton, Eugene Mungin, Lisa Perry, Greg Piverger, Shanira 

Porter, Candis Richburg, Tarina Stevens, La’shaunda Williams, & Phasheria Williams 
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