






























































In the Spotlight 

Local College Participates in “National 
Book Month” in October 

11/8/10 – The Virginia Beach campus of Centura College celebrated 
“National Book Month” which was conducted in October by the National 
Book Foundation. The organization announces The National Book 
Awards in November each year in the categories of Non-fiction, Fiction, 
Poetry, and Young People’s Literature.   To commemorate “National 
Book Month,” we encouraged students to recognize the importance of 
books in their lives.   The students participated in this reading promotional 
by writing down the titles of books read on cut-out leaves which were then 
displayed on a tree silhouette.    Those students who visited the library had 
the opportunity to read all of the  responses.   The students who 
participated in this event had a diversified spectrum of reading tastes 
which included inspirational novels, fantasy and romance, science fiction, 
historical fiction, adventure fiction, and others!   Two winners were drawn 
from the entries and prizes were awarded.   Both student winners are 
currently enrolled in the Massage Therapy Program.  Ashley Bissell read 
The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly (2007) and Christina Piercy 
read Weep No More, My Lady: A Novel by Mary Higgins Clark (1987).   
“National Book Month” celebration was truly a great way to foster an 
appreciation for different books at the Virginia Beach Campus of Centura 
College.  
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL COLLEGE CELEBRATES 
DECEMBER IS "READ A BOOK MONTH" 
 
By Jeff Barbour 
 
1/24/2011–The Centura College, Virginia 
Beach Campus, celebrated December is “Read 
a Book Month.”   This reading contest was held 
December through January 13, 2011 and open 
to all students campus-wide.  The students were 
encouraged to read a book of interest, which 
did not have to be a library book, write a book 
review or summary, and submit the material, 
qualifying them for a raffle drawing.   The 
lucky winner was Jacqueline Wheaton, a 
student of our Bachelor of Science in the 
Business Program, who received a Barnes & 
Noble Gift Card.    Jacqueline read the non-
fiction book, The Innocent Man, written by 
John Grisham.   Congratulations! to Jacqueline 
and everyone who participated in this year’s 
December is “Read a Book Month” contest. 

 



In the Spotlight 

The Virginia Beach Main Campus of Centura 
College Announces the winners to the “Name 
that Student” Contest 
10/6/2010 – The Virginia Beach campus of Centura College began publishing 
a school newsletter, “Tech Connect,” in the spring of 2003 which included 
columns about library happenings, websites, and extra-curricular events. 
Since that time, our newsletter has evolved to include many additional 
campus-wide happenings; a member from almost every department or 
program now contributes informative articles to the newsletter.      

Appearing in the Summer 2010 edition of the “Tech Connect” newsletter was 
a double crossword puzzle contest.   The School Librarian, Mr. Barbour, 
featured photographs of students who had their pictures taken during previous 
library orientations at the school.   All of the readers of that newsletter were 
given an opportunity to unscramble the names of those students in the spaces 
of the crossword puzzle and enter a raffle ticket into a drawing with the 
keyword.    The keyword was LIRN, the acronym for our “Library 
Information and Resources Network.”     On September 30, the following 
lucky winners were drawn  from the correct entries:   Ashley Brown, a 
massage therapy student; and Latricia James, a computer network 
management student!     These students were awarded a gift card and a 
Centura College mug!  We would like to congratulate both students and 
extend a special thanks to everyone who participated in the raffle drawing. 

 
 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 
AND/OR CALL-OUTS 

By Brenda Houck 
 
10/26/10-On October 9, 2010 Centura 
College – Virginia Beach staff, friends and 
family gathered together as the “Centura 
Fighters for Life” team to complete a 3 mile 
walk at Harbor Park in Norfolk for the 
American Cancer Society’s event Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer.   
 
The weather was perfect and as always 
Hampton Roads had an amazing turn out.  
Overall, the Hampton Roads area collected 
over $200,400 for breast cancer research.  
“Centura Fighters for Life” began 
fundraising at the beginning of the summer 
with a goal of $2,000 dollars.  Through the 
team’s efforts, however, “Centura Fighters 
for Life” were able to exceed their goal and 
raise $2,509!   
 
Everyone had a great time fundraising and 
supporting  breast cancer research for a 
second year.  The team at CVAB is looking 
forward to walking next year and would like 
to thank everyone who helped support 
Breast Cancer Awareness.   

 



In the Spotlight 

The Virginia Beach Campus Holds its 9th Annual U.S. Citizenship Day and 
Constitution Week Celebration! 

9/30/2010 –The Virginia Beach Campus of Centura College celebrated U.S. 
Citizenship Day and Constitution Week 2010 with library and campus-wide events 
designed for students and staff.    On the week before the actual Constitution Day, the 
school librarian, Mr. Barbour, held a “kick-off” presentation which created a sense of 
excitement in the study of the United States Constitution and our celebration program 
of events!   On Monday and Tuesday, September 13 and 14, there were 114 students 
gathered in the library to further their knowledge about the U.S Constitution.  The 
participants received bibliographies and handouts,  learned about relevant websites, 
such as the National Constitution Center and Independence Hall, and received door 
prizes!      

As the events unfolded during the weeks of September 13 – 24, 2010, there were 
many opportunities for students to participate in the celebration of U.S. Citizenship 
Day and Constitution Week 2010.   On Thursday, September 16, the day before the 
actual designated Constitution Day, September 17, 2010, we had 18 morning students 
and 9 evening students take time out of their busy schedules to watch a two-hour 
movie, “A More Perfect Union:  America Becomes a Nation.”   We had drawings 
from the trivia questions about the movie.   A Criminal Justice Student, Vaughn 
Thorpe, and these Medical Students,  Laura Lacrosse, David Baltz, and Amanda 
Pariseau, were the lucky winners!   

Again this year, the librarian placed on display a special exhibit, commemorating the 
original signing of the U.S. Constitution on September 17, 1787.    The students were 
encouraged to visit the library and  participate in a contest about this display case.   
They were given an opportunity to select an item within the display and write about 
its historical significance about events leading up to and including the formation of 
our present-day  United States Constitution.    Nancy Wofford, a business student, 
was the grand prize winner.  She selected the replica of Betsy Ross, an American flag 
maker, and discussed the importance of the United States American Flag to our 
Country today.     

There was a research contest for students to explore an amendment to the United 
States Constitution and its implications to their daily lives.   The winner of this short 
essay contest was Paula Hughes, a Computer Network Student.  In her winning essay, 
Paula described the importance of the 19th amendments which protects the right to 
vote in elections.    In addition, there was a trivia winner drawn from the library 
scavenger hunt entries.  A Computer Network Student, Robin Vance, responded  
correctly that “George Washington” is known as the “Father of our Country.” 

…continued on next page 



 
U.S. Citizenship Day 
…continued 

While observing the United States Citizenship Day and Constitution 
Week 2010, it is our hope that the students  recognized the U.S. 
Constitution as our single most important document of self-government 
in the United States.    A special thanks goes to everyone who 
participated in this year’s educational program and congratulations to 
the lucky winners!  We look forward to another fun, learning event next 
year!   

 

Virginia Beach Campus of Centura College holds Graduation Ceremony
  

By Mary Morgan and Jeff Barbour 

8/20/10 – On Friday, August 20, 2010, the Virginia Beach Campus of Centura College held its 2010 graduation ceremony in the 
auditorium of Spring Branch Community Church.   Captain Dennis Santos, one of the finest police officers for the city of Virginia 
Beach, was this year’s guest speaker.  Captain Santos gave a most inspiring commencement speech to our graduates with the message 
being, “Against  All Odds, With Determination You Can Do It.” 
 
There were many distinguished awards presented to our graduates.   The Richard E. McLeod Memorial Award was presented to the 
outstanding graduate from each program:  Jacqueline Wheaton, Paralegal; Orlando Midgette, Criminal Justice; Anthony Balisacan, 
Computer Network Management;  Brittany Jean, Business; Kaydian Anderson-Griffiths, Medical; and Danny Cuevas, Massage Therapy. 
 
The Holley Award was given to Myra Johnson, a graduate of the Business Bachelor Program.  Her spirit of determination was a shining 
example of the mission of Centura College. 
 
The Award of Excellence was presented to Angeline Lockhart, a graduate of the Business Management Program.   Her speech echoed 
the sentiments that no matter what life dealt you, if you are determined enough, you would be surprised at what you can accomplish. 
 
…continued on next page 









 
Students Performed Exceptionally Well in their Career Development Class
By Ms. Kathleen Wilks, Business Instructor and Mr. Jeff Barbour, School Librarian 

8/11/10 – The  Virginia Beach Campus of Centura College offers the Success in Career Development Class each mod which is a 
required course for all students.  On Tuesday, August 10, 2010, the students in Ms. Kathleen Wilks’ Success in Career Development 
Class, pictured, were being interviewed by Ms. Brenda Houck, Career Services Coordinator. The class has been writing cover letters, 
resumes, thank you letters, and other documents in preparation for their interviews for several weeks.   They also have been practicing 
their interviews with impromptus which pertain to work-related job situations.    Some of the activities the students participated in 
were:  training day which consisted of training other students how to perform the duties of a previous job; and the students also wrote 
policy and procedures for their own future companies. 
   
Ms. Wilks also provided instruction throughout the mod in developing the students’ professional portfolios which consisted of the 
important documents necessary in the interview process, certifications, honors, and attendance records. Mr. Dave Cagni, Coordinator 
of the Computer Network Management (CNM) Department, has the knowledge that is expected in the CNM field by future 
employers, so he was asked to interview the students and coach them for their future interviews.    
    
Ms. Wilks was very pleased with her CNM students.  They were one of the most diligent classes she ever had, and she wishes them 
well in their future endeavors.  
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